
AMERICAN LITERATURE: 

Choose at least one of the books below to read this summer. PLEASE LOOK UP THE DESCRIPTION OF 

THESE BOOKS PRIOR TO BUYING/BORROWING THE BOOK – it always helps to know what you will be 

reading so you make the best choice for yourself. Additionally, topics can be sensitive – choose 

accordingly: 

● Unbroken  by Laura Hillenbrand (please do not chose this book if you have seen the movie) 

● Nineteen Minutes  by Jodi Picoult 

● Boys in the Boat  by Daniel James Brown 

● The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  by Rebecca Skloot 

● The Underground Railroad  by Colson Whitehead 

While reading, I would like you to think about how one individual is able to affect a larger community 

through his or her thoughts and actions. What responsibility does one person have to another? What 

catalysts create change within a society and how does an individual become a catalyst of change? After 

reading one of the novels above, I would like you to complete a reading log as outlined below. 
 

Directions for completing a Reading Log*  

Please complete 8-10 complete entries; the number your chose to complete and how thoroughly you 

complete each entry will determine your grade on this assignment.   A complete entry has a direct 

quotation on the left side and a detailed response/analysis for each quotation chosen of at least a 

paragraph in length on the right hand side.  Please remember to include the page number with each 

piece of text (remember to use MLA format).  This assignment serves two purposes: to facilitate active 

reading  and as a diagnostic tool  for me (this will help me to better understand how you read and 

understand literature, and how you write).  Your final log should be typed and edited for mechanical 

and grammatical errors. 

 

Format and Entry Examples (taken from actual student work): 

 

Name : Happy Student  _ Novel: The Kite Runner  

Quote  Response  Presentation of Feeling 

“…Ali was immune to the insults 

of his assailants; he found his joy, 

his antidote, the moment 

Sanuabar had given birth to 

Hassan” (10). 

 

 

This passage shows that Ali loves Hassan 

dearly, which contrasts greatly with 

Baba’s lack of affection for Amir.  I’m 

beginning to suspect that Hassan and 

Amir, or, rather, the general lives of 

Hassan and Amir are meant to seem like 

complete opposites—the author will 

probably stress this contrast as the novel 

continues, and hopefully Amir will learn 

from his friend to become a better person, 

or at least less selfish. 

In this section, for each of the 

quotations you have selected, I would 

like you to find a creative way to 

express the emotion the quotation 

discusses. For example, if the 

quotation is one in which the 

character encounters external pain, 

you could draw, take a picture, write a 

poem, create a collage, etc. to express 

this feeling. If the feeling is one of 

excitement, you might include a 

picture that includes jumping or glitter 

or balloons . . . anything that captures 

in a creative way that moment of 

feeling you connected to in the 

reading. My goals for you in this 

section: 

1. Be creative 

2. Have fun 

3. Connect to the emotion of 

literature 

If you have questions, please email me. 

Also, think back to the one you did for 

Brit lit – this is similar in the way I 

would like you to present this. You can 

“turn in” this section in a few ways: 

make a physical collage, create an 

on-line collage or blog of the pictures, 

create a power point; or, find a way 

you feel comfortable with presenting 

these pictures. You must complete 8 of 

these for the 8-10 quotes you select (of 

“Hassan was drawn to the mystery 

of words, seduced by a secret 

world forbidden to him.  I read him 

poems and stories, sometimes 

riddles—though I stopped reading 

those when I saw he was far better 

at solving them than I was” (28). 

In this quote Amir reveals his desire to 

keep Hassan ignorant.  It almost seems as 

if Amir wants Hassan to stay child-like 

and stupid forever.  Hassan might be 

Amir’s closest friend but it seems as if 

Hassan is a threat to Amir.  He uses his 

literacy as a weapon—a source of 

power—against Hassan.  It’s clear that 

Amir is a selfish, self-serving boy.  I 

wonder if Hassan’s loving and giving 

nature will ever “rub off” on Amir? 

“Most days I worshipped Baba 

with an intensity approaching the 

religious.  But right then, I wished 

I could open my veins and drain 

his cursed blood from my body” 

(32). 

 

For the first time in the book, Amir 

doesn’t idolize his father like a god, but, 

rather, considers him a disrespectful and 

“cursed” person.  Perhaps he usually 

worships his father because he simply 

doesn’t have anything else to focus on, 

nothing which he himself can be proud of. 

Hopefully through his writing, Amir can 

seek a life separate from his father’s and 

not depend on him so much. 



course you can do all 10 if you would 

like). 
● Idea paraphrased from Lyn Neimi 


