
Welcome to AP Human Geography! I understand that you all have very busy summers 
planned and that (especially at the start of vacation) thinking about doing work for a class next year 
isn’t exactly a top priority. However, I am going to ask you to complete an assignment for the AP 
Human Geography course over the summer. You will need a camera and the ability to download 
pictures onto a computer. If this is going to be a problem please let me know as soon as possible and 
we can sort something out.  

Human Geography is a (super cool) subject that looks at how humans modify the 
earth’s surface. We will cover topics ranging from population & migration to popular culture to the 
geography of language and religion. This assignment is concerned with urban geography (cities, 
towns & basically the places humans create to live in) and urban planning.  

Your task is to complete 2 “Quality of Life Indexes” (*please see attached document). I 
am going to ask you to take photographs of two neighborhoods, city blocks or intersections this 
summer and to complete the attached “Quality of Life Index” for each place surveyed. However, 
please do not survey, Truckee or Sugar Bowl! This is geographic fieldwork so it will be necessary to 
spend time walking around these places. You can select your hometown, a nearby city or an exotic 
locale abroad (Sacramento, Santiago, South Lake Tahoe, etc.).  

So what do ya’ got to do for each of these “Quality of Life” things?!?! ❖ Step #1: Take your 
camera and go for a walk (or better yet a bike ride!). Start off by noting your first  

impressions of the area: the overall layout, availability of open space, amount of noise & 
pollution, transportation options, style(s) of architecture, land use (residential vs. commercial) 
pedestrian areas (street furniture, sidewalks, malls, etc.), and historical/cultural imprints on the 
area. You should take some hand written notes on the back of each Quality of Life Index and 

loads of pictures. Take more pictures than you think is necessary as ultimately you can weed a 
bunch of them out. Additionally, please also take a short video (rotation of 360 degrees) clip of 
each neighborhood or intersection you survey. ❖ Step #2: Complete the attached Quality of 

Life Index for each place surveyed. Ideally you will sit on a  
bench to fill this out and marinate in the place you are in. Make sure to note both the numerical 
rankings of each category as well as providing some thoughtful remarks with specific ideas for 
improving the area and overall general reflections. Is this place livable? How could this 
community improve the overall quality of life for its citizens? What is unique about this place? 
Again, it is important to make sure that you have taken pictures that match the criteria focused 
on. *** Do not stress out if you can’t find a photo opportunity for every single line item on the 



Quality of Life Index. I am looking for you to have considered the majority of them. ❖ Step #3: 
Repeat. One of the first assignments (“Land Use Models”) in AP Human Geography will 
require the use of this information. The conversations and presentations of this fieldwork will 
be WAAAAY more interesting if the places surveyed are diverse. Basically, try not to survey 
two neighborhoods in the Bay Area that are similar upper middle class suburban communities. 
The most interesting urban geography and urban planning take-aways are typically not from 
manicured suburban communities – find the funky, find the unusual, find the hectic. You could 
compare an urban community to a rural village. You could look at two neighborhoods in a city 
that are occupationally, ethnically or economically different. Please be bold & creative in your 
choices . . . also (if you can avoid doing so) please do not survey the same place as another 
member of the class.  

Good luck geographers! Please e-mail me (chull@sbacademy.org) if (when) you have any questions 
. . . In summary: come to school on the first day of class with your photos and two Quality of Life 
Indexes completed . . . we will go forward from there . . . See you soon!  


